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Kreg Allison 

 

Director of the Division of Real 
Estate, IDFRP 

  

Kylie Andersen is a Research 
Analyst at Jones Lang LaSalle. 
Prior to this, Kylie was with CBS 
Sports Corporation.  

  

Kylie earned a BA in Public 
Relations from Illinois State 
University.  

  

 



Kylie Andersen 
 

Research Analyst, JLL 

  

Kylie Andersen is a Research 
Analyst at Jones Lang LaSalle. 
Prior to this, Kylie was with CBS 
Sports Corporation.  

  

Kylie earned a BA in Public 
Relations from Illinois State 
University.  

  

 



Matt Aven 

COO, SBB Research Group 
  
Matt Aven is SBB Research Group’s 
Chief Operating Officer. He is 
responsible for day-to-day 
operations, ensuring the group’s 
algorithms, positions, and execution 
are efficiently managed. In addition 
to majoring in economics at the 
University of Michigan, Matt also 
studied computer science 
extensively, giving him the ideal 
background to work in the financial 
industry and lead an engineering 
team at the same time.Matt 
previously worked for a global 
broker-dealer where he developed 
and supported risk management 
software for institutional options 
traders, proprietary databases and 
quantitative market analysis tools 
designed to screen the market for 
inefficiencies.  
  
 



Michael Berman 
 

CFO, General Growth Partners 
Michael Berman oversees GGP’s capital markets, 
finance, accounting and investor relations functions. He 
joined GGP in December of 2011. He brings more than 
25 years of combined experience in the real estate and 
financial industries. Prior to his role as CFO of GGP, Mr. 
Berman served as executive vice president and chief 
financial officer of Equity LifeStyle Properties. During 
2003, Mr. Berman was an associate professor at the 
New York University Real Estate Institute. He was a 
managing director in the investment-banking 
department at Merrill Lynch & Co. from 1997 to 2002.  

 

Mr. Berman holds an MBA from Columbia University 
Graduate School of Business; a J.D. from Boston 
University School of Law; and a bachelor's degree from 
Binghamton University in New York.  

 

Mr. Berman is a member of the Columbia Business 
School Real Estate Advisory Board and a board 
member and chairman of the Audit Committee for 
Brixmor Property Group, Inc. 

  

 



Paul Boomsma  

COO, Leading Real Estate Companies 
of The World 

 

With over 20 years of experience in 
luxury real estate, Paul Boomsma has 
created the highly successful Luxury 
Portfolio program. Paul began his 
career marketing luxury office towers 
and later joined a top residential firm, 
later becoming National Marketing 
Director for a major franchise. Paul is a 
frequent industry speaker on the 
topics of raising the bar for real estate 
branding, agent listing presentations, 
synergies with the resort/second-
home market, and the luxury market. 
He has been named one of the Most 
Influential People in Luxury Real 
Estate and has received Unique 
Homes’ Luxury Marketer of the Year 
Award. 

 



Scott Brandwein 
 
 Executive Vice President, CBRE 

  
Scott Brandwein has been an Executive Vice President at 
CBRE since its merger with Insignia/ESG in July 2003.  He 
is widely regarded as one of Chicago’s most experienced 
and successful commercial real estate brokers and 
consultants.  Since beginning his real estate career in 1979, 
he has been personally involved in more than 2,000 
projects that span the range of commercial real estate,  
including office and industrial tenant representation, land 
sales and assemblage, disposition of surplus properties, 
and a variety of agency, leasing and sale assignments He 
has participated in over 150 consulting engagements on 
behalf of users, developers, lenders, property owners, 
municipalities and economic development groups and has 
been a member of project teams on a variety of 
development projects, including business parks and 
speculative office buildings and industrial and retail 
developments. 

Current responsibilities include CBRE Private Equity and 
Life Sciences Practice Groups in the Midwest Region and 
focusing on tenant representation. 

Mr. Brandwein began his career with Frain Camins & 
Swartchild, 1979 where he became a Principal of the firm 
in 1981.  After holding a variety of positions within the 
company, including brokerage, research, consulting and 
agency leasing and sales, he became the Managing 
Partner in 1995.  Mr. Brandwein combines his knowledge of 
all of the different product types, consulting and 
brokerage background with an extensive general business 
background to develop solutions and strategies 
customized to each project. 



Peter Braxton 

Director, ENVOI LLC 

  

Former U.S. Air Force Combat/Instructor 
Pilot, Private Banker (Credit Suisse) and 
Tech (Dynamic Pricing)Entrepreneur; 
Concentration and experience is as a 
Family Office Professional. 

 



Elizabeth Brown 

CEO, Viyet 

  

Elizabeth Brown is CEO at Viyet, a 
premier interior design marketplace. 
Prior to this, Elizabeth was a Director 
of Corporate Development at Poppin 
and a Manager of Business Intelligence 
at Lot18.  

  

Elizabeth earned an MBA from the 
Wharton School and a BA from 
Wofford College.  

 



Ellen Carnahan 

Principle, Machrie Enterprises 

  
Ellen is a highly successful investor with over 
twenty years of venture capital experience as co-
manager and lead technology investor at William 
Blair Capital Partners (WBCP), Ellen Carnahan is 
now Principal of Machrie Enterprises LLC. 
Machrie Enterprises provides angel capital, 
expertise and extensive connections to growth 
businesses, venture capital, and growth equity 
funds. At Machrie, she serves as a board director 
of private and public companies, including Enova 
International (NYSE: ENVA, an on-line lender); 
the JNL Funds ($175 billion mutual fund 
complex); Cybera, a private equity back security 
technology developer; and Built In and, 
Amplifinity, a venture-backed internet and 
software firms.  
 
Prior to joining WBCP in 1988, she was Vice 
President of Marketing & Planning at SPSS, a 
then $30-million software company; and, 
Manager of Financial Planning & Analysis at 
Trailer Train Company, the largest operator of 
railroad flatcars.  
 
Ms. Carnahan is a CPA, graduated as salutatorian 
from the University of Notre Dame, and received 
an MBA from the Booth School at the University 
of Chicago.  She is very active in the Chicago 
community as well.  

 



Danielle Cossick  

Business Development, Goby 

 

Danielle began her career at Aesop as 
a teacher before joining Fletcher 
Jones Motorcars as a brand specialist.  

Danielle holds a Bachelor’s degree 
from Eastern Michigan University.  



Pat Coveny 
Owner, Arch Construction Management 
 
Patrick has been involved in the real estate industry for 
30 years. He started his own company, Arch Construction 
Management, Inc., in 1992. Arch Construction is an award 
winning firm that specializes in fixed-fee, open book 
general contracting in the residential and small 
commercial market. He serves as the 2014 and 2015 
President of the Home Builders Association of Greater 
Chicago (HBAGC). It is an eight county and City of 
Chicago trade organization affiliated with the National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB). In addition he 
serves on the Board of Directors for NAHB and is the 
Area VP of the Home Builders Association of Illinois. He 
also has been honored locally as the 2010 Builder of the 
Year and 2013 Remodeler of the Year.  

Patrick also is one of the co-founders’ and past president 
of the Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO) Chicago 
Chapter. EO is the world’s only peer-to-peer network 
exclusively for entrepreneurs.  It is also the one of the 
world’s most influential community of entrepreneurs, 
supporting today’s business owners in all aspects of their 
entrepreneurial journey. While there he created the first 
mentor program with World President’s Organization 
(WPO).  

He holds a B.S. in Biology from the University of Notre 
Dame and an M.B.A. in International Business from DePaul 
University.  

Presently Patrick is trying to create the “NAHB Innovation 
Awards” a national reward and recognition celebration 
for entrepreneurs and innovators in the housing and real 
estate industry. He is also working on integrating the 
startup and tech sector groups into the association world 
at NAHB and the other national housing associations 
including access to data, market research and industry 
experts.  



Angela Damazyn 

 
Vice President, PSP Capital 

  

Angela Damazyn is a Vice President in 
the Private Investments group of PSP 
Capital Partners. Prior to joining PSP, 
Ms. Damazyn spent four years as an 
investment banking analyst and 
associate in the Leveraged Finance 
group at Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch, where she was involved in a 
variety of debt capital raising 
transactions including leveraged 
buyouts, corporate to corporate 
acquisitions and restructurings across 
multiple industry sectors. Ms. 
Damazyn earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Finance, with a 
minor in International Studies, from 
Wake Forest University.  



Sam Delisi 

Newmark Grubb Frank 
A 35-year veteran of the real estate industry, Sam Delisi was an 
Executive Managing Director at CBRE for 17 years.  Based in the 
firm’s Chicago office, Mr. Delisi oversaw the firm’s Premier Properties 
Program nationally.  Under Mr. Delisi’s leadership the firm won more 
than 80 major office properties since 2011 throughout the United 
States.  The US program has become the basis for a global premier 
approach service delivery.  Additionally, Sam leads the Canadian 
Asset Services Business, Receivership/Distressed Management 
component of the firm’s national Restructuring Services group.  

Prior to his role with Strategic Accounts at CBRE, he directed CBRE’s 
Asset Services Business on the East Coast where Mr. Delisi was 
responsible for more than 200 million square feet of office, retail and 
industrial properties and 1,700 employees.  Previously, he was the 
divisions’ Chicago Market Leader.  Under his lead, the Chicago Market 
has won 20 TOBY awards from BOMA in 5 years.  Mr. Delisi brings a 
broad range of real estate expertise to his management role, 
including his experience as a consultant, tenant representative, 
leasing agent, and property manager. 

Prior to Insignia/ESG, Mr. Delisi spent 13 years with Chicago-based U. 
S. Equities Realty as Senior Vice President, Director of Urban Leasing.  
During this time, he actively represented the real estate needs of 
both tenants and owners.  Prior to U.S. Equities, Mr. Delisi was Vice 
President with Strobeck Reiss & Co. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Delisi has been involved in successful 
projects. He led the teams that won the management and leasing of 
Sears Tower, Renaissance Center in Detroit and management of the 
Navy Yard in Philadelphia. He has also directed leasing efforts or 
leased an unprecedented 33 properties in downtown Chicago. Many 
of these buildings are highly recognizable landmarks including the 
Santa Fe Building, One Financial Place, 120 South LaSalle Street, the 
John Hancock building, and 311 South Wacker Drive. 



Mike Demetriou 

COO, Baum Realty Group 
  
Mike Demetriou joined Baum Realty Group, LLC as 
Chief Operating Officer in December, 2012. An 
attorney, Mike was previously a Senior Real Estate 
Associate at both Sidley Austin and SNR Denton 
where he focused on the financing, acquisition, 
disposition, and leasing of commercial real estate 
throughout the country. Significant representations 
included KeyBank, JPMorgan Chase, Metro Storage 
and more recently, Royal Bank of Scotland, 
Starwood and Wells Fargo. His practice also 
included zoning and land use matters for businesses 
and universities as well as non-profit entities. On a 
pro-bono basis, Mike also represented the Frank 
Lloyd Wright Home & Studio, the Peggy Notebaert 
Nature Museum and Mike also served as general 
counsel to The Cara Foundation. 
  
Prior to his career as an attorney, Mike worked in 
executive compensation for Hughes, Lucent and 
managed business development for a closely held 
telecommunications consulting firm. Mike received a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell University 
and a law degree, with honors, from Chicago-Kent 
College of Law. Mike serves on the Young 
Professionals Board of the Legal Assistance 
Foundation, the Lakeview Citizen's Council, and he 
is currently the Vice President of the South East 
Lakeview Neighborhood Association. He and his 
wife, Katie, and their two children live in Lakeview. 



Aoifinn Devit 
CIO, Policeman’s Annuity and Benefit Fund of 
Chicago. 
 
Aoifinn Devitt has worked with institutional clients for 
her entire investment career, which has spanned the 
US, Europe and Asia. From 2002 to 2006 she worked 
as a specialist consultant at Cambridge Associates 
Limited (London and Boston), where she specialized 
in the hedge fund area and worked with a range of 
institutional investors on their alternative allocations. 
In 2006 she established Clontarf Capital, a research 
and consulting firm with a particular focus on assisting 
public pension funds. She focused on providing 
education, research, due diligence, portfolio 
construction, monitoring and rehabilitation advice and 
worked extensively with staff, investment committees 
and third parties to enable them to achieve their 
investment goals. She also developed a particular 
specialty in Asia-focused alternatives, developing and 
leading a product focused on that area, as well as in 
the tactical asset allocation and opportunistic credit 
areas. 
Previously Aoifinn worked in the investment banking 
division of Goldman Sachs in London and as a 
corporate attorney at Debevoise & Plimpton (New 
York and Hong Kong).Aoifinn graduated from Trinity 
College Dublin with a first class degree in law and 
received a BCL (Oxon) and an MBA (INSEAD, Dean’s 
list). 



Ted Dowd 
Senior Vice President, Home Partners of 
America 
  
As Senior Vice President at Home Partners of 
America, Ted is responsible for data analytics, 
research, and overseeing the information 
technology strategy of the firm. Ted joined 
Home Partners in 2013 and has assisted with 
scaling the company’s technology footprint, 
business development, investor relations, 
software development, and spearheaded 
numerous projects to drive growth in the 
company. Prior to joining Home Partners, Ted 
was a consultant in Deloitte’s Risk Information 
Services group where he focused on 
architecting and developing enterprise level 
data warehousing and software solutions for 
clients in the financial services and consumer 
goods industries. Additionally, 
 Ted spent time at Deloitte as a data specialist 
assisting with corporate financial audits and IT 
compliance projects for large pharmaceutical 
clients. Prior to working at Deloitte, Ted was 
an IT Consultant for the University of Notre 
Dame’s Office of Information Technologies 
and a Research Assistant for professors at 
Notre Dame’s Mendoza College of Business. 
Ted received a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree with a focus in 
Information Technology Management and 
Economics from the Mendoza College of 
Business at the University of Notre Dame.  



Larisa Drake 
EVP, Marketing, Equity LifeStyle 
Properties Inc. 
  
Larisa Drake is a marketing executive 
with leadership experience across the 
customer lifecycle, including new 
customer acquisition, product 
management, loyalty marketing, 
advertising, consumer insights and 
customer relationship management. She 
is currently Executive Vice President of 
Marketing for Equity LifeStyle Properties, 
a real estate investment trust owning and 
operating 390 properties. In this role 
Larisa leads the marketing team to win 
and keep customers in housing 
communities and camping resorts across 
the United States. Previously Larisa was 
at Discover Financial Services for 14 years 
in a wide variety of marketing roles.  
Larisa started her career at the 
advertising agency Leo Burnett working 
on clients including Allstate and Kraft. 
Larisa earned an undergraduate degree 
in Communications from Northwestern 
University and has Masters degrees from 
The University of Chicago and 
Northwestern’s Kellogg School of 
Management. She lives in the Chicago 
area with her husband and four children.  



Mike Ellch 

Vice President of Development, Related 
  
    Michael Ellch is vice president of 
development at Related Midwest, leading the 
acquisition and financing for several of the 
firm's market-rate and luxury properties. 
Since joining the firm in 2011, Mr. Ellch has 
played a key role in a number of high-profile 
projects, including 500 Lake Shore Drive, 
which represents Chicago's first Related 
Rentals building and continues to command 
some of the city's highest rents. Most 
recently, he led the acquisition of the former 
ParkView development, now known as 451 E. 
Grand, which is a planned hybrid residential 
tower designed by Robert A.M. Stern. Mr. 
Ellch was also instrumental in assembling the 
partnership for 1035 W. Van Buren, a planned 
luxury rental tower in Chicago's fast-growing 
West Loop neighborhood. 
 
 Mr. Ellch came to Related Midwest from 
New York City-based real estate developer 
Property Markets Group. He is a board 
member of City of Hope Future Leaders; a 
member of the Urban Land Institute, where 
he sits on the members-only Events Planning 
Committee; and the co-director of Mentors 
for Minds Matter Chicago. Mr. Ellch earned 
his undergraduate degree from Arizona 
State University and holds a master's in real 
estate development from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.  



Mark Filler 
CEO, Apex Real Estate 

  

Mr. Filler has primarily been in the mortgage banking business 
since 1994, when he was a Co-founder of Prism Financial 
Corporation. During his tenure at Prism, revenues grew from $1 
million to $275 million; annual pretax profits grew from $100,000 
to $50 million; and annual mortgage volume increased from $100 
million to over $15 billion. Mr. Filler was President (and a member 
of the Board of Directors) when Prism completed an IPO in 1999. 
He was CEO when the Company was successfully sold to Royal 
Bank of Canada, where he served until 2001. Mr. Filler gained 
experience in construction and rehabilitation lending at Prism; the 
Company acquired a national lender that provided construction 
lending for builders. In 2002, Mr. Filler joined American Home 
Mortgage Corp. American Home was a New York Stock Exchange 
Company, with a market capitalization of $1.7 billion, and the 11th 
largest mortgage lender in the U.S., when he left in 2006. 

Mr. Filler left American Home to form a new mortgage business, 
Prospect Mortgage Company. He was the sole founder and raised 
over $160 million in institutional private equity. He held senior 
leadership positions at Prospect for six years (he served as CEO, 
Executive Chairman or President). Prospect originated 
approximately $10 billion annually and had a servicing portfolio in 
excess of $15 billion. It was one of the five largest independent 
retail mortgage companies in the U.S. Prospect was a leader in 
renovation and REO financing, having originated in excess of $4 
billion in the residential rehabilitation space. According to HUD 
figures, Prospect was the largest residential renovation lender in 
the U.S. Prospect was successfully sold in 2017.  During Mr. Filler’s 
tenure at Prism, American Home, and Prospect, those companies 
successfully acquired approximately 35 mortgage banking firms.  

  

	  
	  	  
Prior to his mortgage career, Mr. Filler worked at 
Kirkland & Ellis, a leading national law firm, and 
The Equity Group, a multi-$Billion firm primarily 
owned by Sam Zell. Mr. Filler is a graduate of 
University of Michigan and Harvard Law School. 
Mark is President of a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
dedicated to reducing substance abuse amongst 
youth.  



Bob Flannery 
CA Ventures, Chief Operating Officer 
  
Bob Flannery serves as Chief Operating 
Officer at CA Ventures with a focus on CA’s 
national multifamily development platform, 
along with involvement in CA’s strategic 
planning, acquisitions, capital markets and 
asset management activities.  Bob is also 
active in decisions regarding the holding, 
selling, repositioning and refinancing of CA 
assets. 
  
Prior to joining CA Ventures, Bob was Chief 
Operating Officer at JRG Capital Partners 
and Chief Financial Officer at Jameson Real 
Estate, an affiliated company of JRG. 
  
Bob has over 25 years of experience in 
commercial real estate and executive 
leadership. He has worked for many of the 
industry’s top firms, including Prudential 
Insurance, JP Morgan Chase and Sam Zell’s 
Equity Office. He has been involved in 
transactions totaling over $2 billion and has 
managed real estate portfolios consisting of 
office, retail industrial and multifamily in 
major markets throughout the United States. 
  
Bob holds a BS in Finance from Northern 
Illinois University and an MBA in International 
Business from Wayne State University.  



David Friedman 

President, Conor Commercial Real 
Estate 
  
David Friedman is President of Conor 
Commercial Real Estate, the 
development arm of The McShane 
Companies. He is responsible for the 
overall leadership and management of 
the firm's nationwide development 
and investment activities. Properties 
include healthcare, industrial, multi-
family and office. In this role, he works 
hand-in-hand with CCRE's 
development professionals in offices in 
Chicago, Dallas, Houston, Irvine and 
Phoenix to secure development 
opportunities, In addition, he is 
responsible for CCRE's growth 
strategies - by segment, geography 
and other key dimensions - 
throughout the U.S. He serves on the 
firm's Board of Advisors.  



Georg Gerstenfeld 

DocuSign, Vice President & General Manager of 
Global Real Estate 

  

Georg is currently the VP and General Manager of 
DocuSign’s Global Real Estate Solutions Group. His 
team’s mission is to help brokers and agents build 
their business by accelerating their digital 
transformation. DocuSign’s platform is quickly 
becoming the de facto way that everyone in the real 
estate industry manages their transactions and 
collaborates throughout the entire process from 
listing to mortgage to close of escrow. 

  

A Silicon Valley veteran, Georg has run sales and 
marketing for Fortune 500 companies including 
Intuit, and start-ups like Trulia, for the past 20 years. 
As GM of Trulia's Business Services Group, he 
oversaw the growth of the company’s agent and 
broker services, launching innovative new ad 
models on both the web and mobile.  

  

Georg earned a BA from Cornell University. 



Vanessa Grisko 

Business Development, Goby 

 

Vanessa began her career at 
TEDxUIUC as a marketing director and 
holds a BS in Environmental 
Sustainability and Communications 
from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana Champaign.  



Michael Hales 

CFO, CA Ventures 

  

Michael Hales is the CFO at CA 
Ventures. Prior to this, Michael was a 
Principal with Bain & Co. Michael 
stated his career at WM Wrigley Jr. 
Co.  

  

Michael received an MBA from 
Harvard Business School and a BS 
from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana Champaign.  



Joe Hanauer 

Combined Investments, LLC 

Former Chairman of the Board, Move Inc., 
Grubb Ellis and Coldwell Banker 

Joe F. Hanauer has served as one of the 
Company’s directors since November 1996, as 
vice chairman of our board of directors from 
November 2001 to January 2002, chairman of 
the Board since January 2002, and lead 
independent director since December 2004; he 
was the National Association of REALTORS® 
representative on the Board through 
November 2000. Since 1988, Mr. Hanauer, 
through Combined Investments, L.P., has 
directed investments in companies primarily 
involved in real estate and financial services.  

Mr. Hanauer is a former chairman and director 
of Grubb & Ellis Company, a former chairman 
and chief executive officer of Coldwell Banker 
Residential Group, Inc. and a member of the 
National Association of REALTORS® 

Mr. Hanauer was a trustee of the Calamos Fund 
Complex, a fund complex of 19 portfolios, from 
2001 to December 2009.  

. Mr. Hanauer served as a director of MAF Bancorp 
Inc. from 1990 until its acquisition in August 2007. Mr. 
Hanauer serves as one of the Company’s 
representatives on the Policy Advisory Board of the 
Joint Center for Housing Studies at Harvard 
University.  



Chris Haran 

Director of Strategic Planning and Initiatives, 
Coldwell Banker 
  
Director of Strategic Planning and Initiatives 
for a leading residential real estate brokerage 
company, overseeing 48 offices and over 
3400 agents. Responsible for shifting blend 
from a reliance on traditional marketing to 
interactive/web, which includes integrating 
digital, social media and video into 
company's marketing plans. Strong focus on 
maintaining budget and fiscal responsibility 
while increasing reach and strength of the 
brand. 
  
Maintain market share by retaining top 
producing agents and helping to grow 
current business and spur organic growth 
through recruiting successful competitive 
agents. 
Experienced in direct mail creation and 
distribution, database compilation and 
management, print advertising creation and 
management, graphic design, agent training, 
campaign presentation. 
  
Previously he was a Marketing Manager, 
Advertising Manager Direct Mail / Database 
Marketing Coordinator with Coldwell Banker. 



Mike Hart 

Vice President of Research Data 
Management & Technology Operations, JLL 

  

Mike is responsible for leading the data 
management and technologies within JLL’s 
Americas Research group. He leads a team 
and technology platform that is responsible 
for managing the overall property, 
company, lease, sale and tenant demand 
data for the brokerage and investment sales 
organization. Mike’s additional 
responsibilities include strategy and data 
management of JLL’s externally facing 
property listing site. Along with the 
tracking, categorization and relationship 
management of over 70 CRE Tech startups 
companies that can add value to the JLL’s 
platform. 



Chris Heller 
Former CEO, Keller Williams 
  
Chris's determination, relationship-building skills and 
extreme success in real estate make him an ideal leader 
for a global real estate giant. This is especially true 
since he describes the industry as an incredible 
opportunity for unlimited income - or an entrepreneur's 
dream. And we've only scratched the surface. 
  
At age 20, Chris Heller got his real estate license. After 
three years of follow-up, a broker finally talked him into 
joining his company. In his first year, Chris was named 
Rookie of the Year, and his career trajectory has 
continued on a steady upward climb ever since. 
  
Chris has sold more than 100 homes per year for the 
last two decades, and more than 3,000 to date. During 
a five-year stretch of one of the most challenging real 
estate markets in history, his sales volume totaled more 
than $450 million. At the same time, Chris launched a 
market center, which is now one of the region's most 
productive and profitable. 
  
In 2012, as president of KW Worldwide, Heller launched 
the first Keller Williams regions outside of North 
America. He was named CEO of Keller Williams in 2015. 
  
Chris's success in an increasingly complex and 
competitive marketplace is a function of his tenacity, 
drive, leadership skills and ability to assemble and 
empower high-functioning teams. Still, he credits Keller 
Williams' brilliant mix of culture, systems and 
philosophy of succeeding through others for much of 
his own triumph. 



Shawn Hill 

Docusign, Director – Global Real Estate 

  

Shawn Hill is a Director - Global Real Estate at 
Docusign. Shawn is responsible for building and 
maintaining strategic partnerships within 
DocuSign's Real Estate vertical. He oversees all 
business development opportunities across all of 
the major residential real estate brands both 
domestically and internationally. Shawn is also 
responsible for growing our footprint within the 
Property Management, Home Builders, and Multi 
Family segments. 

  

DocuSign empowers anyone to transact anytime, 
anywhere, on any device with trust and confidence. 
Our eSignature software and Digital Transaction 
Management platform enable organizations of 
every size, industry and geography to accelerate 
contracts, approvals and workflows. DocuSign 
keeps life and business moving forward.  



Ryan Jackson 

Fintech Innovation Manager, Fannie Mae 

  

Ryan is currently a Fintech Innovation Manager 
at Fannie Mae and connects fintech startups 
with Fannie Mae. Prior to his current position, 
Ryan was a Senior Business Analyst at Fannie 
may and Founded Event Dealy, a company that 
delivered real-time discounts on concessions at 
pro sporting events.  Ryan has a BS from 
George Mason University and MBA from Duke’s 
Fuqua School of Business. 



Nicolai Kolding 

SVP Corporate Development, Realogy 
Holdings Corp.  

  

Nicolai has served in various senior 
executive and advisory positions 
within the residential real estate 
industry with global experiences in 
M&A, corporate strategy, research and 
analytics, as well as brand and 
leadership development. 



Robin LaSure 

VP Corporate Marketing, Leading Real 
Estate Companies of The World 



Helee Lev  

Chief Revenue Officer, Goby  

 

Helee Lev is the Chief Revenue Officer 
at Goby Inc. Helee began her career at 
Motorola as a project manager. Helee 
next worked as senior project 
manager at Jones Lang Lasalle. Helee 
holds a BSAS in Architecture from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana 
Champaign and an MBA from 
Northwestern University Kellogg 
School of Management.  



Bill Lublin 

Owner, Century 21 Advantage Gold 
 
BILL LUBLIN  operates a successful multi-office real estate 
firm and has been recognized as a thought leader for his 
insights regarding technology, social media, ethics and risk 
management in the real estate business.  An international 
speaker and trainer, he makes complicated things simple in 
a fast paced entertaining manner. Entering the real estate 
business at the age of 21, Bill rapidly gained recognition as 
one of the best salespeople in the marketplace. From his 
earliest days he began a career of service to both the 
community and the industry, always embracing the latest 
tools and technology. In 1983 Bill opened Lublin Corporation 
REALTORS at 7104 Castor Avenue. Its successor 
firm,  CENTURY 21 Advantage Gold, has been recognized by 
both Real Trends Magazine and Real Estate and Relocation 
magazine as one of the largest real estate firms in the 
United States since 1998. CENTURY 21 Advantage Gold is 
currently Pennsylvania’s Largest Century 21 firm.  
  
Bill has served as a member of the National Association of 
REALTORS Professional Standards Committee, MLS Issues 
and Policy Committee, and Risk Management Committee. 
and the Data Strategies Committee. He was also appointed 
to serve on the Interpretations and Procedures Sub-
Committee, the Article 10 Standards Revision Working 
Group, the Commercial Membership Recruitment Group, the 
BPO Workgroup, was appointed Chair of the NAR Short 
Sale Workgroup, and the Emerging Trends & Technology 
Advisory Board. In addition, Bill has was Vice-Chair of the 
Professional Standards Forum and the Professional 
Standards Committee, was Chairman of the Committee in 
2008, the Association’s Centennial Year, and chairing the 
Interpretations and Procedures Sub-Committee of 
Professional Standards in 2009 . In 2017 Bill serves as the 
Chair of the Data Strategies Advisory Board for NAR and as 
a member of the Board Policy and Jurisdiction Committee.  



Michele McAnarey 

Industry Liaison, IL Division of Real 
Estate 

  

Michelle is a strong business 
development professional, with a 
demonstrated history of working in 
the Government Relations industry. 
Knowledgeable Real Estate Industry 
Liaison, skilled in Nonprofit 
Organizations, Event Planning, 
Governmental Affairs, Public Speaking, 
writing, and Piano. Semi-fluent in 
French 



Daphna Meroz 

Technology Scouting and Business 
Development, Fannie Mae 

  

Daphna’s areas of expertise include 
corporate strategy, innovation 
management, and market analysis.  
She has previously worked for BASF 
and Shaldor.  

  

Daphna graduated from Tel Aviv 
University with a Masters in Science, 
cum laude.  



Sandeep Navalgund 

Associate Counsel, SBB Research Group 

  

Sandeep Navalgund is Associate Counsel at SBB 
Research Group. 

  

Sandeep earned his JD from the University of 
Michigan and his BA from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana Champaign.  



Pam O’Connor 

President and CEO, Leading Real Estate 
Companies of the World 
  
For over 30 years, Pam O’Connor, SCRP, 
has managed networks which ultimately 
were consolidated into Leading Real Estate 
Companies of the World®. The first woman 
to head a major real estate network, Pam’s 
many honors include being the fifth-ranking 
woman on Stefan Swanepoel’s Power 200 
list of the most powerful people in real 
estate, one of the top 25 thought leaders by 
the National Association of Realtors, and 
one of the top 100 most influential people in 
real estate by Inman News. She is the 6th 
person to ever receive the H. Cris Collie 
Leadership Award from Worldwide ERC for 
lifetime achievements in the relocation 
sector. Pam has been involved in leadership 
roles for several foundations and trade 
organizations and is a frequent industry 
writer and speaker. 



Michael Oleshansky 

Managing Director, Private Investments Group of PSP 
Capital Partners 
  
Michael Oleshansky is a Managing Director in the 
Private Investments Group of PSP Capital Partners. 
Previously Mr. Oleshansky was a director at Industrial 
Opportunity Partners (IOP), where he spent nearly six 
years leading various facets of investment execution 
and portfolio management activities as part of an 
investment strategy targeting manufacturing and 
distribution companies. Prior to joining IOP, Mr. 
Oleshansky spent three years with Equity Group 
Investments, LLC (EGI), a private investment firm 
owned and led by Samuel Zell. Prior to EGI, Mr. 
Oleshansky worked as an investment banker in the 
Mergers & Acquisitions group of Merrill Lynch & Co., 
where he focused on mid- and large-cap industrial 
companies. 
  
Mr. Oleshansky earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Business Administration from Miami University 
(Oxford, Ohio) and a Master of Business 
Administration degree from The University of 
Chicago Graduate School of Business. He currently 
serves on the Finance Advisory Board of the Miami 
University Farmer School of Business. 



Adi Pavlovic 

Sr. Technology Research Analyst, 
Keller Williams 

  

Adi Pavlovic is the Senior Technology 
Research Analyst at Keller Williams 
Realty International. His role is to 
produce quantitative and qualitative 
reports on technology trends within 
the real estate industry as well as 
other parallel markets. His team keeps 
a pulse on the amassing amount of 
start-ups attempting to penetrate the 
real estate industry and advises KW 
executives on innovation/partnership 
opportunities. Prior to joining Keller 
Williams, Adi was a market research 
analyst at IHS Technology and also 
had an entrepreneurial stint launching 
Wines.com out of college – The 
University of Texas.  



Elan Peretz 

Managing Director, Barnett Capital 
  
As the managing director of Barnett Capital, Elan has 
management responsibility over all of Barnett 
Capital’s business lines. Elan is also counsel to the 
Barnett family and the general counsel of Barnett 
Capital Ltd. 
 
Elan is primarily responsible for the continued growth 
of the Barnett Capital platform, which has seen 
unprecedented growth and is the primary focus of 
Barnett Capital’s direct alternative equity investment 
strategy. Elan ensures the continued growth of the 
platform through strategic sourcing of business lines, 
the pursuit of human capital, talent, and investment 
opportunities within those business lines, and 
optimization of the capital structuring of the various 
businesses lines. 
 
A graduate of Washington University in St. Louis, 
Elan has worked in the commercial real estate and 
finance industry since 2001. An attorney by training, 
Elan was an associate in the real estate group at 
Goldberg Kohn and a corporate and finance associate 
with Latham and Watkins after his graduation from 
the University of Chicago Law School. 



Anthony Pergola 
Co-Founder and Vice Chair, Grape Arbor 

  
Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business called Anthony a 
"deal-machine" and touted his "attention to detail, management and 
negotiation skills and ability to solve technical problems," which make deals 
"his strong suit" (2007) and singled him out as being "practical, efficient and 
meticulous" (2008). Anthony is also listed among The Best Lawyers in 
America. Anthony's clients create, finance and bring to market new 
technologies in the IT/software, communications, financial services, and life 
sciences/biotech industries, among others. He assists emerging, growth, later-
stage technology businesses, and the venture funds that finance them, in 
venture capital investments. As those companies mature, he helps them to 
effect critical liquidity events -- whether through the sale of the company or 
IPO. Anthony also represents financial and strategic buyers in purchasing 
venture-backed technology businesses; he has closed dozens of M&A 
transactions.  

Anthony is an active angel investor and is a founding member of Grape Arbor, 
a group of angel investors that has consummated more than a dozen angel 
investments into technology or financial services companies in the last two 
years. Anthony is also a member of the working group that authored and 
revised the National Venture Capital Association's Model Legal Documents. 

Anthony is a founding board member and currently on the Executive 
Committee of VentureCrushAV, a network of angel investors and 30 venture 
funds dedicated to assisting early-stage ventures in the NY and Mid-Atlantic 
region. Anthony sang a cappella with Harvard Law's "Scales of Justice" and 
aced the advanced placement test in Pascal computer programming in High 
School. He's working on being a bit cooler these days, but not doing a great 
job of it! 



Joe Rich 

SVP, CIO, Related Companies  

  

Strategic business partner with 13+ years 
experience as a CIO focused on global cultural 
change within the organization. A team leader 
who develops, mentors, and empowers 
people to rise to new challenges every day. 
Bottom line disciplined and driven by a belief 
that there must be a return on each 
technology investment made. Expertise in 
cloud, global ERP, real estate, and mobile. 
 
An experienced speaker on IT best practices, 
industry trends, business intelligence and 
collaboration applications in the enterprise. He 
is a team-focused executive, instilling a culture 
of innovation, leadership and service 
excellence in people and earning respect from 
senior management, business partners and 
investors. 



Isabel Schaad 

Schaad Comapnies 



Lindsay Schaad 

Schaad Comapnies 



Brandon Seiter 

Director - Business Development and 
Strategy, Move, Inc, 

  

Brandon Seiter is a Director of 
Business Development and Strategy at 
Move, Inc. Prior to this, Brandon was a 
Vice President in the Technology 
Media and Telecom and Principal 
Investing division of Macquarie Group.  

  

Brandon earned his MBA and a BS in 
Accounting from Brigham Young 
University.  



Glenn Shimkus  
 

Glenn Shimkus is responsible for leading 
DocuSign’s presence in the real estate industry. 
He was previously the co-founder and CEO of 
Cartavi, which was acquired by DocuSign. He is a 
technology enthusiast, gadget aficionado and 
entrepreneur with over 20 years of experience in 
the fields of document management, mobile 
applications, and cloud computing. 
  
Glenn was inspired to found Cartavi after his wife 
Shantel became a real estate agent and he saw 
firsthand the challenges she faced storing, 
accessing, and sharing the myriad of documents 
associated with every real estate transaction. 
After spending over a year researching the real 
estate industry, he decided to focus his passion on 
changing the way transactions are managed in 
real estate. 
  
Prior to Cartavi, Glenn was previously the Chief 
Technology Officer at Morgan Street Document 
Systems and also the founder and CEO of 
LightsEdge—both of which offered cloud-based 
solutions for managing documents and a focus on 
supporting a mobile constituency. Before the 
entrepreneurial bug bit, he also spent over a 
decade working for large international 
organizations such as Amdocs, PLATINUM 
technology and Unisys where he focused on 
leading those organization’s efforts in document 
management.  



Jason Simon 

 
Principal, Colliers International 

  

Clients rely on Jason’s superior understanding of 
Chicago market dynamics, transaction 
management and lease negotiation expertise, 
and my vast network of relationships within the 
real estate community. He specializes in 
representing corporate users in the acquisition, 
disposition and leasing of office space 
throughout Chicago and nationally. In addition, I 
lease approximately 3 million square feet of 
office space throughout the Chicago suburbs on 
behalf of institutional and private landlords. 

I maintain a strong network of relationships with 
Chicagoland architects, general contractors, 
interior designers and relocation specialists. My 
clients appreciate my attention to detail, 
resourcefulness and unwavering commitment to 
protecting their best interests. 

Prior to joining Colliers International, I spent a 
number of years with Grubb & Ellis Company's 
office advisory group. 



Robin Loewenberg Tebbe 
Chief Marketing Officer, Magellan  
  

Robin Loewenberg Tebbe has honed real estate expertise 
encompassing architectural design, management, operations, leasing, 
development and marketing. Loewenberg Tebbe oversees all of the 
company’s advertising, public relations, marketing and promotional 
materials, new business development and special events. She also 
serves as president of Magellan Property Management, an affiliate of 
Magellan Development. Loewenberg Tebbe graduated with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in interior architecture from The School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. 
  

Loewenberg Tebbe has provided leadership in numerous 
philanthropic, educational and community organizations in Chicago, 
serving as President of the Women’s Board of the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Program Committee of the Sustaining Fellows of 
The Art Institute of Chicago, Alumni Association President and 
Trustee of the Latin School of Chicago, Chair for Children Affected 
by AIDS in Chicago, Capital Campaign Chair and Board member of 
Chicago Youth Programs, Women’s Board of the Boys and Girls Club 
of Chicago, Board member of the Chicagoland Apartment 
Association and a member of the Chicago 2016 Olympic Committee. 
  

Loewenberg Tebbe is a current Board member for the Greater North 
Michigan Avenue Association, the Board of High Jump enrichment 
program for inner-city children, Advisory Council for the 
Northwestern Brain Tumor Institute at the Robert H. Lurie 
Comprehensive Cancer Center at Northwestern University, and is a 
member of the Costume Committee of the Chicago History Museum.  
She is a professional member of the American Institute of Architects 
and is a member of The Economic Club of Chicago. 



Frank Uhler 

Director of Acquisitions, Honore Properties, LLC 

  

Frank Uhler specializes in multifamily and mixed use 
investment properties in Chicago.  As a licensed real 
estate broker, Frank has managed both the buy and 
sell side of investment property transactions. His 
experience also includes leasing, property 
management, and construction management for 
Honore Properties, LLC.  Frank’s in depth market 
knowledge of the Chicago neighborhoods, and 7 
years of experience working in the real estate 
industry, serve as a valuable tool set for assisting 
clients with all their real estate investment needs.  



Angelo Vitale 

Senior Analyst, Realogy Holdings  

  

Angelo is an experienced Senior 
Analyst with a demonstrated history 
of working in the real estate industry. 
Skilled in Underwriting, Research and 
Analysis, Microsoft Office Suite, Sales, 
Negotiation and Asset Management. 

  

Angelo Graduated with a BA in 
Political Science from Rutgers 
University and holds a MS from NYU in 
Rea Estate Finance and Investment.  



Mia Van Wagenen 

President, MVO Marketing  

  

Mia provides integrated marketing solutions 
to the multi family and real estate industry. 
Helping clients achieve their marketing 
objectives in a measureable way that will 
achieve ROI. Specialties include strategic 
marketing planning, creative conception, 
graphic design, sales promotions, event 
marketing planning and management, 
sponsorship audit and negotiation and 
interactive web site design and 
implementation.  

  

Prior to MVO Marketing, Mia was a with Leo 
Burnett and Momentum Worldwide.  

  

Mia received her BS from Arizona State 
University.  



Mike Wallach 

VP of Investment, Levy Family 
Partners 



Jennifer Warden 
COO, Executive VP, Baird Warner 
  
Jennifer Alter Warden is the chief operating officer 
and executive vice president of Baird & Warner. She 
works closely with the presidents of Baird & Warner’s 
three divisions -- Residential Sales, Key Mortgage 
Services and Baird & Warner Title Services -- to 
ensure they have the marketing and technology 
strategies and resources they need to operate 
effectively. 
  
Jennifer also serves on Baird & Warner’s executive 
committee, as well as plays a major role in creating an 
environment that empowers people to be better and 
enables Baird & Warner to consistently rank as a top 
workplace in Chicagoland. 
  
With Baird & Warner since 1995, Jennifer was 
responsible for launching the company’s home 
services, e-business and title operations. In 2002, 
Jennifer created the Baird & Warner Good Will 
Network, the company’s charitable initiative, and she 
continues to oversee the program.  
  
Jennifer’s background is a combination of 
communications, public relations and journalism. She 
was principal of her own marketing communications 
firm for eight years, and she spent four years in 
marketing and management positions for a national 
wholesale distribution company. 
  
A lifelong resident of Chicago, Jennifer is an avid 
cyclist who takes full advantage of the city’s 
lakefront, park system and other public treasures. 
Jennifer, her husband Rob Warden and their two 
grown sons are active in the community and 
committed to making a difference. She leads by 
example, working hard to inspire Baird & Warner 
employees to do their personal best.  



Thad Wong 

Co-founder and Owner, @Properties 

  

Thaddeus Wong began his real estate career 
in 1996 and quickly established himself as one 
of the most successful Realtors® in the city of 
Chicago. During the early years of his career, 
Wong personally recorded more than $300 
million in sales and earned three consecutive 
Golden Eagle Awards from the Chicago 
Association of Realtors as the top-producing 
agent among the organization’s more than 
17,000 members. 



Nikki Yurkoski 

Schaad Comapnies 



Sophie Yurkoski 

Schaad Comapnies 



Chris Carney 
CEO, abode   
 
Christopher Carney is an accomplished security industry 
execu5ve with over 15 years experience in the space. His 
passion for wan5ng to improve the home security customer 
experience drove him to become an entrepreneur and 
pursue his vision to reinvent the home security experience. 
  
Founded in 2014, abode was designed to be the most 
flexible and comprehensive all-in-one DIY smart security 
solu5on. With a vision of providing ease, simplicity and 
choice, abode combines a no-contract home security 
platform with comprehensive smart home functionality. 
Customers can choose “on-demand”, short-term 
monitoring with no contract or commitment and abode 
offers out-of-the-box support for virtually any smart home 
device on the market including Nest, Amazon Echo, ZigBee 
and Z-Wave. This powerful platform is delivered in a simple 
user interface, giving customers an intui5ve and easily 
customizable experience from setup to everyday use. 
  
Before star5ng abode, Chris spent 15 years at ADT/Tyco, 
where he served in various management positions in M&A, 
strategic planning, finance, and opera5ons. He was on the 
strategic team 2005 that help build and roll out ADT’s 
Pulse solu5on and has been involved in smart home 
technology since 2005. His most recent posi5on was 
serving as COO of Proximex, which was a Silicon Valley, 
based software company that ADT/Tyco purchased in 2011. 
  
He earned his degree in accoun5ng at the University of 
Rhode Island, and lives with his wife in Saratoga, CA.  



Brent Franks 

President, abode  
 
Brent Franks serves as abode’s Chief Technology 
Officer and was a co-founder of the business in 
2014 with Mr. Carney. He has held a number of 
sales, leadership, and software engineering 
positions throughout his career across 
technology and renewable energy companies. 
Brent was instrumental at a software-as-a-
service business in the Washington, DC metro 
grow from 8 people to over 125 during his five 
year tenure at the company. Addi5onally, Brent 
has a track record of strategic sales execu5on at 
Salesforce.com managing strategic rela5onships 
and account teams of Fortune 100 accounts.  
  
Brent is also a co-founder of TerraSmart, a 
leading provider in the commercial to utility scale 
PV renewable energy space. A member of the 
execu5ve team, Brent was instrumental in 
deploying the technology platform at TerraSmart 
including deployment of Salesforce, marke5ng 
technologies, and ERP to assist TerraSmart’s 
rapid growth in the renewable energy market. 
  
He earned his degree in Business Administra5on 
at Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, 
Pennsylvania.  



Avi Tal 

Co-Founder and President, 
Agentology  

 

Prior to Agentology, Avi founded 
OnSite Latin America and Streamline 
Media. Avi received a BS in 
Entrepreneurship and Marketing from 
the University of Arizona.  



David Tal 

Co-Founder and CEO, Agentology 

 

David Tal is the Co-founder and CEO 
of Agentology, which has as a mission 
to change the real estate marketing 
industry for the better. Previously, 
David founded a residential real estate 
brokerage in San Diego with 12 agents 
and became nationally recognized as 
a broker of the month in Realtor 
magazine  

David received a BS in Economics 
from UCLA.  



Imdat As 

Founder, Arcbazar 

 

Imdat is the founder and CEO of Arcbazar. He 
leads the company’s vision, strategy and 
growth and keeps Arcbazar at the forefront 
of architectural crowdsourcing. He wants to 
provide a unique way to give global access to 
creative high-quality architectural resources 
and change the way we experience home 
design.  

   

Imdat holds a Master’s degree in Architecture 
from MIT and a Doctorate in Design from the 
Harvard Graduate School of Design.  



Lindsay Hyde 

Co-Founder and CEO, baroo  
 
Lindsay Hyde is the Co Founder and 
CEO of baroo. Prior to that, Lindsay 
founded and grew an international 
mentoring platform, Strong Women, 
Strong Girls. Under Lindsay's 
leadership, the organization grew to 5 
cities globally and served over 10,000 
girls globally. In addition to her role at 
Strong Women, Strong Girls, Lindsay 
has also previously worked with 
BlackRock and The Downtown 
Project, an initiative of Zappos founder 
Tony Hsieh.  
  

Lindsay is a graduate of Harvard 
College and Harvard Business School. 
She serves on the President's Council 
of the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston. 



Meghan Reiss 

Co-Founder and COO, baroo  

 

Meghan Reiss is the Co Founder and 
COO of baroo. Meghan is start-up 
veteran with 10+ years building 
systems to enable scale. As employee 
#2 at Strong Women, Strong Girls, 
Meghan led the creation of the 
organization’s operational 
infrastructure and led multiple new 
market launches. After Strong 
Women, Strong Girls, Meghan joined 
as an early employee of Generation 
Citizen, where she led operations and 
national scaling efforts. Meghan is a 
graduate of Providence College and 
the Heller School of Management at 
Brandeis University. 



Benjamin Fine 

Head of Strategy, Better Mortgage   

 

Benjamin Fine is Head of Strategy at 
Better Mortgage. Ben began his career 
at Blackstone where he designed and 
implemented investment strategies.  



Zvi Band 

Co-founder and CEO, Contactually 

 

Zvi Band is the Co founder and CEO 
of Contactually. Prior to Contractually, 
Zvi co-founded several startups and 
served as a mentor and advisor to 
many companies through his 
involvement at 1776 and the Aspire 
Company. He began his career as a 
consultant with Booz Allen Hamilton 
and received a BS in Computer 
Science and Economics from the 
University of Maryland College Park.  



Jarmo Lumpus 

Founder and Head of Product 
Development, CubiCasa   

 

Jarmo Lumpus is the Founder and 
Head of Product Development at 
Cubicasa. Prior to that, Jarmo was the 
Founder and Head of Product 
Development at CasCard Oy and 
attended the University of Oulu.  



Harri Pesola  

Co-Founder and CEO, CubiCasa 

 

Prior to CubiCasa, Harri was the COO 
at Valossa and held various leadership 
positions with several start-ups and 
began his career at Nokia. Harri 
received an MSC in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of 
Oulu and also attended Politecnico di 
Milano.  



Alex Marlantes  

Co-Founder and CEO, Everlance 

 

Alex began his career at Goldman 
Sachs in San Francisco as an 
investment-banking analyst then 
worked as an investor at Valiant 
Capital before joining Pinterest, a 
Valiant investment.  

Alex holds a B.S. in Complex Systems 
Science from UCLA (Highest Honors, 
Phi Beta Kappa) and an MBA from 
Stanford.  



Marcela Sapone 

Co Founder and CEO, Hello Alfred  
 
Marcella has been recognized for her 
work and was named one of Goldman 
Sachs’ “most intriguing 
entrepreneurs”, Fast Company’s Most 
Creative People and a winner 
of TechCrunch Disrupt SF, she was 
also nominated for the Financial 
Times’ ArcelorMittal Boldness in 
Business Award, and was the face of 
Consumer Tech for Forbes 30 Under 
30 in 2016. 
  
Marcella holds an MBA with distinction 
from Harvard Business School. Prior to 
founding Hello Alfred, she began her 
career as a consultant at McKinsey & 
Company before working in private 
equity and also co-created 
WHITESPACE, a seed stage venture 
fund. 



Ted Hong 

President, HelloTech 
 
Ted is a proven brand builder and 
business leader with strong 
management experience from 
successful small start-ups to nationally 
recognized $200MM+ brands. 
Strategic thinker with the unique 
ability to balance creative and 
analytical problem solving. Built a 
consistent track record of results 
through leadership, team-building, 
execution and innovation. 
Prior to HelloTech, Ted was head of E 
Commerce at Foodstirs , Co-Founder 
and CMO at Dropoff, and held CMO 
positions with Fandango and 
Technicolor.  
Ted earned an MBA from 
Northwestern University Kellogg 
School of Management and a BA from 
the University of California Berkeley.  



Daniel Shefer  

Head of Business Development, Hippo 
Insurance 

 

Daniel is Hippo’s Head of Business 
Development; joining Hippo in 2016 he 
brings more than 10 years of senior-
level strategic sales and distribution 
partnership experience. He has 
worked in a variety of leading 
technology companies, including early 
stage startups and mature 
corporations. Most recently Daniel 
spearheaded strategic partnerships at 
the leading online lender, SoFi.  

  

Daniel holds a BSc in Engineering from 
the Technion Israel.  



Ernie Graham 

CEO & Co-founder, Homebot 

 

Ernie has over 15 years of experience 
across multiple verticals in the greater 
real estate industry, most recently as a 
Senior Director with Move, Inc.  

  

Ernie holds an MBA from the 
University of Tulsa and BS from the 
University of Kentucky.  



Rebecca Guthrie 

Founder and CEO, Preclose  
 
Rebecca has 15 years in the real estate and 
mortgage industries, focusing on 
streamlining business operations through 
processes and technology.  As Founder and 
CEO of Preclose, a contract-to-closing 
automation software for real estate agents, 
her team brings the closing experience 
online to increase efficiencies and 
productivity across real estate teams and 
brokerages.  
 
Previously, she served as the Director of 
Operations for BoomTown, a leading real 
estate CRM provider, where she guided the 
company during its fastest growth period to 
the Inc 500 list. Rebecca went on to found 
Sweet Spot Operations, a consulting 
company that works with fast-growing 
companies to streamline processes and free 
up time to focus on product development 
and increasing sales. Her career began with 
billion dollar wholesale mortgage lenders, 
such as Accredited Home Lenders and 
SouthStar Funding, as a top producing sales 
agent, and an advocate for advanced 
technology and company culture.  



Scott Stein 

VP Sales, Preclose  
 
As VP of Sales for Preclose, Scott Stein is responsible for 
developing the go-to-market strategy for the Preclose 
platform, including initial market introduction and sales 
channel development. Scott brings three decades of 
corporate strategy, marketing, and business development 
experience to Preclose.  
  
Prior to joining Preclose, Scott was VP of Sales for 
Roostify, where he grew that fintech provider’s revenue 
by 400%. He was responsible for coaching a team of 
sales consultants dedicated to advising clients on digital 
strategies for enhancing the borrower experience 
throughout the loan application and origination process. 
As EVP of Sales for Mercury Network, a SaaS platform for 
appraisal management, Scott restructured and expanded 
the sales team, resulting in significant revenue growth for 
Mercury. Stein also served as Chief Executive Officer for 
Xetus, where he tripled annual revenue for the XetusOne 
loan origination platform.   
  
Scott has extensive experience in developing business 
relationships with leading banks, credit unions and 
strategic technology partners. 
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Co Founder and CEO, TaskEasy  
 
After experiencing the pains of managing 
rental property services firsthand, Ken 
knew that there had to be a better way. 
Searching, bidding, and haggling for lawn 
care and snow removal took valuable time 
away from the other things that Ken 
wanted to do most. He also saw that many 
of the services contractors he was hiring 
struggled to make a living because they 
spent so much of their time looking for 
customers, providing bids, and managing 
their business, and not nearly enough time 
performing billable work. Ken built 
TaskEasy to support contractors in their 
effort to deliver consistent services to 
customers.  
 
He is an enthusiastic entrepreneur with 
more than a few successful ventures under 
his belt. He has a background in software 
design and development. Ken is passionate 
about giving customers easy ways to take 
care of their homes and rental properties, 
as well as helping contractors make a 
decent living doing what they do best—
providing high quality service at 
competitive prices. Co  
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Director of Business Development, 
UrbanBound  
 
Jamie is a marketing and sales executive 
with demonstrated performance in 
managing high-end clientele, affiliate 
programs and e-commerce accounts, 
including sales and analytics. A natural 
leader with proven ability to motivate and 
drive teams in achieving desired goals. 
Expertise in account management, social 
media marketing, website analytics, 
project management, and revenue-
generating branding strategies. A 
passionate and results-driven leader who 
succeeds in team building and exceeding 
objective  
 

Jamie graduated form the University of 
Illinois at Chicago with a BA in 
Communications  


